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the majority in the Assembly "; and a little later Hugo ex-
plained his attitude by writing, in the same Evenement, that
"M. Bonaparte seemed prepared by his imprisonment and by
his exile to understand and to love the people, then imprisoned
in ignorance and exiled from true welfare; but even before
his election we were always careful to point out that what we
supported in him was not him personally but the ideas set
forth in his book, and that if he did not hold fast to his promises
we would fight him."
Hugo's conversion to Republicanism, thus begun by the
President's surrender to social conservatism, was completed
by his surrender to the Church. Hugo's political creed, even
in his Royalist days, had always been anti-clerical. This anti-
clericalism, like that of Michelet and Quinet, does not spring
from hostility to religion—he was always a spiritualist and a
believer in a God of justice—but from the conviction that the
Church, instituted for the welfare of the people, had been
unfaithful to her mission. By siding with kings, with armies,
with force and reaction, she had indeed committed the Great
Betrayal, and her crime is all the greater that she had more
light and not only should have known but actually did know
better. In La Vision de Dante> one of the last poems of the
Legende des Siecle^ Hugo carries back the ultimate responsi-
bility for the sins of the world from private soldiers to their
officers; from the officers to the judges, as representing legal
authority; from the judges to the kings, and from the kings
to the Pope. If the expedition to Rome served as a foundation
to the unholy alliance between Bonaparte and the Papacy, the
solemn crowning of Napoleon III. in Notre-Dame after the
Coup d'Etat finally sealed it and called forth from Hugo's
pen the scathing phrase that " there was no crime to whose
perpetrator the Church did not offer an altar cloth on which
to wipe his hands."
Typical as he is of current democratic sentiment in his
pity for the people and his hatred of the Church, Hugo also
illustrates to an amazing degree the union of bellicosity and
pacifism we saw in Michelet and Quinet, War is to him an
inhuman anachronism, the negation of civilized life :
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